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Field Test Guidelines 

This document describes the Preschool Initiative (PI) field test expectations, guidelines and 
recommendations. PI member states are required to field test four high quality assessments and/or 
instructional materials that contain evidence based and promising practices during year two of the grant 
cycle (October 1, 2016-September 30, 2107). The purpose of the field testing is to further the PI’s goals 
of building state capacity and knowledge related to serving the pre-kindergarten (PK) migrant student 
population more effectively. Results from the field testing will be shared across the national migrant 
education program (MEP) through the Consortium Incentive Grant (CIG) network and at a CIG 
dissemination event in 2018. 

It is important to note the policy context in which this work is being conducted. The reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act in 2015 as Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) encourages 
state and local education agencies to select and choose evidence-based options. Rather than asking state 
education agencies to produce lists of approved programs, the focus is on building capacity at the state 
and local levels to make data driven decisions. As Fleischman, Scott, and Sargrad (2016) note:  

Providing state education agency-selected lists of approved or preferred approaches may 
serve to narrow local education agency choices prematurely or to promote a compliance 
mentality in which making a good match receives insufficient attention and the goal 
becomes merely to check the box that indicates that the selection process has been 
completed. Rather, state education agencies should focus on developing clear guidance 
and useful guides, pointing to existing evidence clearinghouses, and offering supports to 
encourage a reflective decision-making process by local education agencies. 

The PI field test design reflects this focus on capacity building. Member states have the flexibility to 
select and implement instructional practices that meet a minimum set of standards established by PI 
Expert Work Groups and PI Executive Committee. The following sections describe field testing to assist 
members in their work. 

 

What is field testing? 

The PI defines “field test” as the opportunity to plan, select, use, and reflect upon a program, curricula, 
material, or assessment with a small number of students for the purposes of: 

 Using/refining a systematic, data driven (qualitative and/or quantitative) decision making process 
for selecting evidence based instructional and/or assessment materials; 

 Implementing instructional programs, curricula, materials or assessments with fidelity to the 
model; and 

 Collecting and analyzing data to determine student gains and outcomes. 
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Why field test? 

“While there is a wealth of material on early childhood education (ECE), many approaches are not 
appropriate for migrant programs/children. PI will focus our collective knowledge, expertise, and 
resources to identify strategies/materials that lead to outcomes for young migrant children preparing for 
kindergarten.”   

(page 4 of PI CIG proposal) 

 To gain more in-depth knowledge about a variety of programs, curricula, materials, or 
assessments that can be used to meet the needs of migrant pre-kindergarten (PK) students.  

 To closely establish, monitor, and analyze implementation of selected programs, curricula, 
materials, or assessments. 

 To acquire meaningful qualitative and quantitative data about the use and effectiveness of the 
treatment.  

 To assist in the selection of priority models to be shared across the national MEP. 

 

How many students need to participate in field testing? 

 A cohort of 10 migrant PK students, ages 3-5, in each field test. 
 A single cohort of 10 migrant PK students may participate in more than one field test treatment 

(i.e. one group of 10 kids participates in an instruction and an assessment field test). 
 

How do we plan for field testing? 

 Establish a small team (3-4) of MEP administrators and key staff to address field testing goals, 
implementation, data collection and data submission. 

 Determine PK service needs.  
o Where are new MEP PK services needed and why? 
o Where is there a desire to change MEP PK services and why? 
o Is there a region or area lacking established or accessible PK sites or providers? 

 Select item(s) to be field tested. 
o Selected items must align to the type of service (site based v. outreach) and duration of 

service (Regular School Year, summer) that will be provided. 
o When selecting materials, consider the following: 

 Cost of materials and related components  
 Staff education and training requirements 
 Ability to field test with fidelity to the model 
 Degree to which selected materials meet program and student population needs 
 Ability to connect with existing early learning programs that may have resources 

to share 
 Inclusion of parents/caregivers in the program 

 Submit Field Test Selection Form to PI Coordinator.  
 Participate in field test resource selection sharing call with PI Coordinator. 
 Receive confirmation from PI Coordinator that selected materials meet minimum criteria for field 

testing. 
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 Create a field testing implementation plan to share with PI Coordinator. You may use the
provided template, although use of the template is not mandatory.

How do we implement field testing? 

 Purchase or procure all necessary resources to fully execute the program or service.
 Provide training and resources to the service providers carrying out the selected treatment.
 Monitor and ensure that the treatment was implemented with strong fidelity to the model.
 Monitor/document parent engagement activities that take place.
 Engage with community partners to help support students’ experiences and knowledge.
 Collect feedback about the field testing from several different stakeholders to inform process and

outcomes.

What field test data do we submit to PI CIG? 

 Field Test Feedback Forms that will include a summary of student outcomes
 Implementation Rubrics

What do we do now? 

 Participate in field test information webinar. Field Test information provided to TST on 1.26.17
 Create a state field test plan. On-going
 Submit field test selection form(s) to PI Coordinator for review. On-going
 Participate in field test selection/sharing call(s) with PI Coordinator. On-going
 Field test the approved items before August 31, 2017.
 Complete Implementation Rubric and Field Test Feedback Forms by Sept. 30, 2017
 Submit Implementation Rubrics and Field Test Feedback Forms. Sept. 2017

PI Member Q&A 

1. Can you field test more than one treatment with the same cohort? For example, can you field test
a curriculum and assessment with the same cohort?

YES

2. If the curriculum selected comes with an assessment component, does that count as two field test
items?

YES, providing both the curriculum and assessment are vetted and approved for field testing.

The contents of this document were developed under a grant from the Department of Education. However, 
those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not 
assume endorsement by the Federal Government.


