
Table 2 
Examples of Screening Instruments for Use with Pre-School Aged Children 

Title Description Developmental 
Domains Included 

Age 
Range 

Language Technical 
Training 
Available
? 

Technical 
Training 
Required to 
Administer 
or Score? 

Includes 
Parent/Family 
Input? 

Evidence of 
Reliability 
and Validity 
in English? 

Evidence of 
Reliability 
and Validity 
in Spanish? 

Ages and Stages 
Questionnaire 
(ASQ-3) 

http://agesandsta
ges.com/products
-services/asq3/

This frequently 
used screener is 
designed to 
pinpoint a child’s 
developmental 
progress with 21 
questionnaires 
that each contain 
30 items. 

Communication 
Problem Solving 
Personal-Social 
Fine Motor  
Gross Motor 

1 - 66 
months 

English, 
Spanish 

Yes No Yes Yes No 

Battelle 
Developmental 
Inventory 
Screening Test 

http://www.rive
rsidepublishing.c
om/products/bdi
2/index.html 

A general 
developmental 
screener made up 
of items from the 
Battelle 
Developmental 
Inventory, a 450-
item standardized 
assessment. 

Adaptive 
Personal-Social 
Communication 
Cognitive 
Motor 

Birth - 7 
years 

English, 
Spanish 

Yes No No Yes No 
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Brigance Screens 
 

http://www.curr
iculumassociates
.com/products/B
RIGANCEovervie
w.aspx 

 

A suite of general 
screening 
instruments that 
Includes: 

 (1) Early 
Childhood Screen 
for 0-35 months 
and 3-5 years, the 

(2) K & 1 Screen   

(3) Early Head Start 
Screen  

(4) Head Start 
Screen (3-5 years). 

** The Head Start 
editions contain 
the same 
assessments as the 
early childhood 
editions, however 
the introduction is 
specific to the 
Head Start 
domains.  

 

(1) Communication 
(Expressive Vocab, 
Syntax, Articulation, 
Fluency, Receptive 
Language) 

(2) Motor (Gross 
Motor, Fine Motor, 
Handwriting) 

(3) Academics/Pre-
academics (Knowledge 
of Colors, Knowledge of 
Letters, Knowledge of 
Letter Sounds, 
Knowledge of Numbers  

 

 

 
 
Birth – 
First 
Grade 

 
 
English 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
Not Applicable 
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Denver II 
 
http://www.den
verii.com/ 

 

A developmental 
screener that 
examines 
children’s ability 
on age- 
appropriate 
activities to see if 
there might be a 
delay. The Denver 
II is meant to 
compare the 
child’s ability to 
other children of 
the same age.  

** The Denver II is 
no longer being 
updated. The 
materials are 
available, but the 
publisher closed 
operations in June 
2015. 

 

 
 
Personal-Social 
Fine Motor-Adaptive 
Language 
Gross Motor 

 
 
0 - 6 
years 

 
 
English, 
Spanish 

 
 
No 

 
 
No 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 

 
 
Developmental 
Indicators for 
the Assessment 
of Learning 
(DIAL)- 4 
 
http://www.pear
sonclinical.com/
childhood/produ
cts/100000304/d
ial-4-
developmental-
indicators-for-

 

A developmental 
screener designed 
to identify young 
children in need of 
further diagnostic 
assessment.  

A shorter version, 
called Speed DIAL-
4, is also available. 
It consists of 10 
DIAL-3 items and 

 
 
Motor 
Concepts 
Language 
Self-Help Development 
Social Development 

 
 
Birth – 
7 years 

 
 
English, 
Spanish 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 

 
 
No 
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the-assessment-
of-learning-
fourth-edition-
dial-4.html 

takes 
approximately half 
the time to 
administer.  

http://www.pears
onclinical.com/chil
dhood/products/1
00001862/speed-
dial-4.html 

 
 
Learning 
Accomplishment 
Profile – 
Diagnostic 
Screeners (LAP-
D Screens) 
 
http://chtop.org
/Products/LAP-
System/The-LAP-
D-Screens.html 

 

A brief 
developmental 
screener that 
provides an initial 
snapshot of 
whether a child 
might be at risk for 
a developmental 
delay. Four of the 
tools that are 
included in this 
document are from 
the Learning 
Accomplishment 
System (LAP)  

 

 
 
Gross Motor 
Fine Motor 
Cognitive 
Language 

 
 
3-5 
years 

 
 
English, 
Spanish 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 

 
 
No 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 
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Phonologic 
Awareness 
Literacy Screening 
PALS Pre-K 
 
https://pals.virgini
a.edu/tools-
prek.html 
 

 

A scientifically-

based phonological 

awareness and 

literacy screening 

that measures 

preschoolers' 

developing 

knowledge of 

important literacy 

fundamentals and 

offers guidance to 

teachers for 

tailoring 

instruction to 

children's specific 

needs.  

 

 
Name Writing, 
Alphabet Knowledge,  
Beginning Sound 
Awareness,  
Print and Word 
Awareness,  
Rhyme Awareness, 
Nursery Rhyme 
Awareness 
` 

 
Pre-K 

 
English 

 
No 
 

 
No 

 
No 

 
Yes 

 
Not Applicable 

 

Parents’ 
Evaluations of 
Developmental 
Status (PEDS)  

http://www.ped
stest.com/PEDST
oolsOnline.aspx 

 
 
This tool detects a 
wide range of 
developmental 
issues using a ten 
questions format 
that elicits parents' 
concerns. 

 
 
Global/Cognitive 
Expressive Language 
Receptive Language 
Fine Motor 
Gross Motor 
Behavior 
Social-Emotional 
Self-Help 
School 
 

 
 
Birth - 8 
years 

 
 
English, 
Spanish, 
Vietnames
e 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
Yes 

 
 
No 
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